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September 10, 2003 

      California Environmental Protection Agency 
 Advisory Committee on Environmental Justice 
 1001 “I” Street, 25th Floor 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
 Dear Members of the Advisory Committee on Environmental Justice: 

 
The Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice    

(CCAEJ) provides the following comments on the Draft Recommendations to 
the Interagency Working Group on Environmental Justice.  We commend the 
committee members for their obvious hard work and thoughtful consideration 
necessary to produce this impressive report.  The recommendations outlined, 
when adopted, will certainly advance the protection of communities throughout 
California.  CCAEJ strongly supports and urges the adoption of the  
recommendations of the Advisory Committee. 

 
 CCAEJ is one of the oldest and most accomplished environmental 

justice and health organizations in the nation.  It emerges from the legacy begun 
in 1978,  by the small, poor, rural  community of Glen Avon in its fight to stop 
pollution from the Stringfellow Acid Pits, California’s top priority Superfund 
site.   In that  battle,  we also demanded access to information and active 
participation in decisions by those of us most directly affected--the residents.   
The community-based, grassroots organization has grown to become a major 
environmental health advocate and support center for communities working to 
improve their social and natural environment in  Riverside and San Bernardino 
Counties.  

 
  It is a great pleasure to see these concepts presented to the California 
Environmental Protection Agency.   We believe the recommendations presented 
by the committee offer  an approach toward precautionary action, cumulative 
assessments; meaningful public participation and  a promise of better 
coordination and agency accountability.  
 
 Sincerely,  
Penny J. Newman 
 
Penny J. Newman 
Executive Director 
 

“…bringing people together to improve our social and natural environment” 
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