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Bay Area Clean Air Task Force

September 3, 2003

California Environmental Protection Agency
Environmental Justice Program

1001 I Street, 25" Floor

Sacramento, California 95814

Dear California EPA Environmental Justice Advisory Committee Members:

The Bay Area Clean Air Task Force (BACATF) is writing this letter to support the CA EPA
Environmental Justice draft recommendations. BACATF is a group of environmental and
public health organizations working collaboratively and pro-actively to improve air quality in
the Bay Area, Our core-working group of members includes the American Lung Associations
of the Bay Area, the Natural Resources Defense Council, the Sierra Club, the Union of
Concerned Scientists, Our Children’s Earth, and the Bayview Hunters Point Community
Advocates. Participating members include over 25 other community groups dedicated to
improving and maintaining clean air.

We strongly support the Draft Recommendations and Report issued by the California EPA
Advisory Committee on Environmental Justice to the California EPA Interagency Working
Group on Environmental Justice, as published on CalEPA’s website on July 15, 2003.
Adoption and full implementation of the Advisory Committee’s Recommendations and Report
would be a much-needed and laudable first step that would greatly further the Agency’s
legislative mandate. Full implementation of these recommendations by all CalEPA agencies
and other regional agencies, along with vigilant enforcement of the program, can hopefully
achieve environmental justice in California communities impacted by pollution from multiple
sources.

The BACATF supports the Report’s stated goals and assessment criteria as follows:
meaningful participation for affected communities by building the capacity for

effective public participation in agency decision-making; full integration of environmental
justice into the development, implementation and enforcement of agency laws, policies, and
programs; assess and reduce cumulative impacts from multiple sources of pollution including
all siting and permitting programs for both new and existing sources or facilites; improved
research and data collection to address environmental health and justice in communities of
color and low-income populations; and effective cross-media coordination and agency
accountability in implementation.

The Agency must ensure equal health protection for all communities. Therefore, CalEPA
must make certain that its Environmental Justice Program effectively addresses the reality of
the diverse communities throughout California that are impacted by multiple chemical
exposures and associated health risks. In determining the Agency’s priorities for
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